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They are anticipations of some continuity or connection of an
activity and a consequence which has not as yet shown itself.
They are therefore tested by the operation of acting upon them.
They are to guide and organize further observations, recollec-
tions, and experiments. They are intermediate in learning,
not final. All educational reformers, as we have had occasion
to remark, are given to attacking the passivity of traditional
education. They have opposed pouring in from without,
and absorbing like a sponge; they have attacked drilling in
material as into hard and resisting rock. But it is not easy
to secure conditions which will make the getting of an idea
identical with having an experience which widens and makes
more precise our contact with the environment. Activity,
even self-activity, is too easily thought of as something
merely mental, cooped up within the head, or finding expres-
sion only through the vocal organs.

While the need of application of ideas gained in study
is acknowledged by all the more successful methods of in-
struction, the exercises in application are sometimes treated
as devices for fixing what has already been learned and for
getting greater practical skill in its manipulation. These
results are genuine and not to be despised. But practice in
applying what has been gained in study ought primarily
to have an intellectual quality. As we have already seen,
thoughts just as thoughts are incomplete. At best they are
tentative; they are suggestions, indications. They are stand-
points and methods for dealing with situations of experi-
ence. Till they are applied in these situations they lack
full point and reality. Only application tests them, and only
testing confers full meaning and a sense of their reality.
Short of use made of them, they tend to segregate into a
peculiar world of their own. It may be seriously questioned
whether the philosophies (to which reference has been made
in section 2 of chapter X) which isolate mind and set it over
against the world did not have their origin in the fact that